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For the meetings of the Task Force on Integrated Assessment Modelling on 7–9 May 2008 in Madrid and the Task Force on Reactive Nitrogen on 21–23 May 2008 in Wageningen, the Netherlands

Airborne nitrogen impacts on the environment

Status report

Note prepared by the Chair of the Working Group on Effects in collaboration with the secretariat
The Bureau of the Working Group on Effects has tentatively decided to start to prepare a summary report on nitrogen-related air pollution impacts. It would address the policymakers and inform them on the current status of nitrogen-related impacts. In addition it would describe available and potential approaches to support the dialogue between science and policy. 
The Bureau expresses its interest to collaborate with the Task Force on Integrated Assessment Modelling and the Task Force on Reactive Nitrogen in the preparation of the report and to link it to their respective work. It would be important not to overlap the work done in either of the two Task Forces. 
The report would be prepared into an official Convention document and presented during 2009 to its main subsidiary bodies. It would also contribute to the revision of the 1999 Gothenburg Protocol. 
The report would be approximately twelve pages and be translated from English to French and Russian. It would tentatively include, inter alia: 
· summary of current major effects of eutrophication
· results from empirical and calculated critical loads (long-term environmental sustainability targets)

· identified risks in areas receiving low and high nitrogen deposition
· assessment of timescales for detectable effects or recovery (in particular 2020 and 2050)
· use of both simple and complex models and model systems

· assessment at different geographical levels (site-specific, countries, continent-wide) 

· proposals for key parameters, or indicators, on biodiversity impacts 

· robustness of current evidence 
· links between air pollution, climate change and policies on, inter alia, on agriculture, energy and management of land and forests

· relationships between nitrogen exposure and related impacts on materials and human health
